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C:aist :an1u:n c!l"ew of ''Sea:nce; Oir Things That Go Bump in the Night!' From 
Gnaice Denman, DJ~'. R.rulllda!J Lockwood, J1i\m.y falli\ 

lkJli\iee.i.i.ng~ Jack Lass. 

ng i Scary1 Educational 
Stephen Dujack 

NCAS 's production of "Seance: Or Things That Go Bump in the Night" was 
a v2L!i.ety show in which the featured performers were human credulity and the 
dwdatans who promote tlle occult Playing for 12 performances concluding the 
night before HaUoween, this intimate magical mystical tom took for its motto 
H.L. Mencken's aphorism that one horselaugh is worth a thousand syllogisms" 
Persuasive but not preachy, it managed to scare the pants off dose to 300 skeptics 
and high-school students alike, while giving the am:lience a few peeks at the 
machina behind the deu~t 

The cast, at least those present corporally, starred Jamy fan Swiss as The 
Medium and D"W" "Chip" Denman as his assistant. The former is a professional 
local magician, the latter a talented amateur, and both are NCAS founders" The 
two led tlle audience through eight segments of spooky legerdemain, ghost 
stories, and the decidedly devilish history of spiritualism" At a time when belief 
ill the paranormal seems to be again approaching a peak, tlley managed to shine 
a needed light in the darkened comers of tlle occult movement 

The proper mood is essential if spirits are to cooperate, and "Seance" begins 
at the door to the theatre, in Silver Spring's Armory Place civic center. Grim­
faced attendants escort tlle audience, restricted to no more than 30people, to their 
seats" With a music box playing mordently, the lights dim till the room is in total 
darkness" Suddenly, a voice is heard, only inches away from the audience, and 
the person behind it lights a candle on a small, plain table. The candle's glow 
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Various NCAS members have main­

ltained high profiles recently" Phill 
Klass' s exposure of tlle Majestic-12 
hoax has been covered the media 
(more on this elsewhere in this 
and he has written a new book on alleged 
UFO abductions thai: will be 
by Prometheus Press tllis month" 

We see from 
mat CSICOP is disseminat­

ing NCAS Archivist Dan Knaufs mc­
ommendations on met.hods for 
tlle Skeptical Inquirer into librnxies alfld 
periodical irn:llexes. 

Rob Boston, a member of NCAS's 
Astrology SIG, has w-ritten a letter to 

newspapers' 
publishing druJy horoscopes" His le~ter 
was carried in the read 
Editor and Publisher, :and he has been 
told tllat it wm also appear in 
magazine. 

Members 
" m 

Georgetown University's School of 
Summer and Continuing Education 
now offers an eight-session corurse 
called "The Art of Clear Thinking" that 
should be of interest to tllose who wish 
to improve their ability to express ideas 
dearly and concisely, to fonnul:ate argu­
ments rigorously, and to scrutinize them 
carefully; that is, to think logically" 
Certainly these are skills that aU skeptics 
should culthrate! 

by NCAS member Kevin 
Kraus, the comse' s basic premise is tllat, 
witll practice, all of us can develop the 
habit of thinking dearly and the capac­
ity to distinguish good arguments from 

(Contim~ed on page 6.) 
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Editorial Note 
We are sorry to see that the New York Times is 

tion from investors. On October 
....,.,,.,..,,..,, in which she described a umee-.nm.1r n<lvrhir 

hosted William 

Dear Editor: 
I newsletter and 

you on your efforts. 
The newsletter is "'"''"''•'h""' a group newsletter should be. 

Mark Executive CSICOP 

. Dear Editor: 
As a -~'II"""• 

member Kevin Kraus' s course, "The Art Clear 
the notice in this The Newsletter invites NCAS 

this 
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3 
related to our concerns as ""'"IJ..,."'"· 

Let me remind you: If are other 
you feel we should be let 

us know! What do you think we should 
do? And what do you want to as 
NCAS Please call or write to 
me at 4515 Willard No. 2204 

MD20815 

On another several NCAS 
members and I have been cusc:uss;ing 

for to be 
held over the next few months. These 

months. 
these me€~uni~s 
members in time for you to them on 
your calendars. 

rehear:sal. ,..,,,.,,.,.,, .... two vertebrae. 
Ho:sp1tall2:ea, he checked out to appear 
on the program on a stretcher. 
After the show he returned to the 

then returned home 
for a few bed rest. He is now once 
more on the road. K. 

? 
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mankind's use, in any other way. 
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'"""""'u'"' of CSICOP in and with the 
~~~ .... r.~ ..,_.,,.,,...,," oflocal groups, the finds 
more ways to state his or her case. The broadcast and 

with 

We can make enormous '"''"'""'"""'""'t" 
and individual efforts 

suripose<ll} admire-we would raise the 
at least one order of ""'·JI'."'' .. ''"'"'· 

The failure to live up these standards 
exposes us to a number of hazards. We can find ourselves 

at hand. We may fail to communicate 
what we intended. We can confuse the as to 

to 

and create for them. as I have 
menticmeict, we can make the task much more difficult for 

can S.leepuc:s 
criticism? What follows are 

will stimulate further tno1ug1:u 
1. Be nr&•ni:.r,p.11 
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Readi 
books were suggested by NCAS members 

Mac Parsons, Julie Stern, ood Sean O'NeHt 
We invite other readers to send in additional suggestions for 
inclusion in future issues of the Newsletter. 

AftflreR~, G. 0. :ailJld\ U.. S.hrngew, B., reds. 1981. Science and 
r.!w ParanormoL New York: Scrib11er's. 

JBliimig, 0. 1982. Flying Saucerrs--Magic in the Skies: A 
P:s.ychohistory. Cambridge, MA: Schenkman Publishing 

""'""w'""<11 J:!lln HmrnM, 1986. The Mexican Pet. New 
York: W.W. Norton and Com.pany. More urban legends (see 

-~-. 1984. The Choldng Doberman and Other 
New Urban LegenJ.s. Nevv York: W.W. Norton and Com­
pany. 

Jtrfo 21.Frndl Jilm SiegeimH. 1979. Snapping: 
America's Epidemic S1J.dden Persorullity Change. New 
York: Delta. Scl.entofogy, est, the Unrn.cation Chmrch, etc. 

L 1985.Developing Minds;AResource 
Alexarn:t'ia, VA: The Assod.a­

and Cm-rlculum Development 
d12 1983. The Fringe of the Un-

known. Buffalo: Prometheus Books. 
~~--. 1963, The Ancient New York: 

Ballaiiilibine Books. Hovv reaI built the pyramids, eoc. 
~!Th'"''M"""'°' aili1flll Ca~Jffi!f'!IT'nllile C 1975. CiJoz­

""'"'~''"~' Great BRictain; 

Sci.entific '"'"l-'Jl<""n'll''-m'" for ,-,..,,m11u,,, 
etc. 

RC, ea:t 1986. Science 
mcJ. Buffalo: Promeilieus Books. 

. Mt l98L Science 
Buffalo: Promethens Books. 

Bad wu1 Bogus . 

---~ •. 1957. Fads and Fallacies in the Name of 
Sci'ence. New York: Dover P!.ilblications. 
as in the JVmne 

198L The Misrn.emmre 
New York: W.W. Norton :and A refotation oif 
pseudoscientifi.c theories on racial, sexRml, afild ethnic dns­
pa..-iries in intemgence. 

Klass, Philip J. 1983. UFOs: The PMblic Deceived. 
Buffalo: Prometheus Books. 

---~.1974. UFOs bxplained. New York: 
Books. 

Kirameir, Stephen \P', 1987 .How w Thi.n.kLike a Scien­
tist. New York: Thomas Y. CroweU Junior Books. A book 
for children thait "mcom:ages critical """"''"'"'"ts-

Kwrrb:, P, 1986. The TmJnsceHdenwl A 
Critique of Religion and the Paro.normal. Buffalo: Prom­
etheus Books. 

Kimrtz~P.,ed.1985.A 

chology. Buffalo: PrometheiUs Books. 
Clt\a:rHes. 

sions ond the Madness 
naUy published iiiil Lomlolill inll 
back Ha...Jmony Press, New 
that debooks fortune re:Uers, 
witches, haumted houses, etc 

M:illiriks, lfll. :ai.ni!ll Ro Kammainn, 1e~s. 1980. 
ogy Psychic. Buffo.lo: Prometheus Books. 

J, 1984. Eccentric Lives o,nd PecMiiar .ilio­
tions. New Yorlc Harcoru-i: Bmce Jov2l!novich. 

JR:i(j)ibif\'.'ii"~. 1976. HMsllers & Con 11\.f.en. New 
York: M. Evans 3J'ld Co. An anecdo~1\l off fraud iiliil H:ihe 
United States. 

A. 1980. The Tron.scendence. 
Englewood Hills, NJ.: Prentke-H2iilt 

JR. alffi~ L JR~ss. 1980. 
Strategies and of Sod.al 
wood NJ.: Prentice-lliJt 

R2rn1dii, ,fi""'"''"""'· 1982. Ftfm-Flam! Bi1.dfaJlo; Prnme1:Jhe1rn:s 
Books. 

~-~-. 1975. The 
BalJaintine Bonks. 

Yes, I agree witl1 yom and fringe-science 
~ cfai.ms from a and to disseminate factual 
~ inform21don about !he results off such to the scientific ~'"""'""""CJ' 
g and the I understand that my charter membership wiiil be 

A year and 1.vrn iiil.dude a subscription to this Newsletter:. 
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etheus Books. 


